Growth factors in implant site development.
Applications of growth factors to implant dentistry, specifically for site development, are currently being investigated. They hold promise for use in patients with vascular compromise, such as smokers, postradiation patients, and persons with diabetes. Delivery of these factors has been the major difficulty, but techniques such as tissue engineering using gene-based therapies, poly (L-lactide) scaffolds, alloplastic bone materials, and a biomimetic approach to bone engineering are currently under investigation. The merge of basic science research and clinical application has begun, and clinical use of growth factors in implant site development is one example.